INTRODUCTION

to be taken by each returning party. A start
could not be made before about November ist,
for any earlier would be too cold for the
ponies. Scott had long realised that they
could not race the Norwegians5 dog-teams.

October, with its final preparations, its last-
minute anxieties and unbearable suspense,
dragged slowly through a hundred days. And
on the last of them Scott wrote in his diary :

c The future is in the lap of the gods ; I can
think of nothing left undone to deserve
success/
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